141,   LETTER TO MOTILAL NEHRU

BARISAL,
June 15, 1925

DEAR PANDITJI,

I was distressed to learn from your letter of relapse and
Jawahar's fever* I hope both of you were free soon after your
letter and that you are both now enjoying the bracing atmosphere.

I have wired1 to, you about Khwaja2. He is wrong in saddling
me with responsibility. But if he must, what can I say but what
I should do in his place? If the Jamia breeds intolerance, it is
Khwaja's fault. He is its head. It was started by the best of
Mussalmans. It may be reformed, if it has become bad, but in my
opinion it must not be allowed to die for want of care. It must,
therefore, claim Khwaja's undivided attention if it is to prosper.
He is not a mere figure-head, but he is the soul of the movement.
He is also administrator. I am therefore objecting not on the
ground of principle but policy, that is, in the present case, more
if possible even than principle. The only way Khwaja can seek
election is by finding a substitute equally efficient for the college.

Moreover I am not the only party to advise. Khwaja has to
consult Hakim Saheb and Dr. Ansari if he will not also consult
the Ali Brothers, They are cb-trustees with him. I hope you
now appreciate my difficulty. I feel that I am helping the
party with all my heart, I want to help it more for my own
satisfaction than for that of Mends much as I prize their satis-
faction.

You may show this to Khwaja if it will help him to come
to an independent decision,

Tours truly,

M. K. G.

[PS.]

I hope you received my letter in reply to your first letter.3

From the manuscript<rf Mahadev Desai's Diary. Courtesy: Narayan Desai

1 This telegram is Hot available,

2 A. M. Khwaja of Jamia Millia Islamia, Aligarh

3 Gaadhiji had written a postcard to Khwaja on May 23, but this is
not available.   Acknowledging it on May 25, Khwaja had written, inter alia:
Etefit Mofflai Nehru is pressing me to stand for the. Council of States and